authorities, the information provided is up-to-date, of high quality and beautifully illustrated throughout the book. One of the most impressive aspects of 'Clinical Anesthesia' is its uncompromising and detailed exposition of the basic sciences. The areas of physics, chemistry, pharmacology and statistics which are covered are both relevant to the practice of anaesthetics and clearly explained. However, the reader is treated as a properly educated professional and no attempt is made to distort fundamental principles for the sake of simplicity. This rigorous scientific attitude towards the basic sciences, which is carried on to the clinical sections of the book, is one of the great strengths of the work.
The general style and presentation of the text is uncompromisingly and unashamedly American. It may be disconcerting to some, for instance to find that the second chapter is concerned with the 'Medicolegal Aspects of Anesthetic Practice' and includes information such as 'What to do when sued'. Other chapters, such as that on 'Electrical Safety' contains much information which is not relevant to the Australian scene. Nonetheless, even these chapters make interesting reading because they touch on a number of important principles which have wide implications.
To sum up, 'Clinical Anesthesia' is a comprehensive and up-to-date single volume textbook with a distinctly American flavour. It is authoritative, well written and excellently illustrated. It is highly recommended as a manual of instruction for postgraduate study, and as a reference book for senior practitioners. Medicine. Sadly, the chapter on Physical Examination has been deleted from this second edition, a shift in emphasis which this reviewer finds unfortunate.
DAVID GIBB

Professor and Director
With so many authors, it is not surprising that the quality of chapters is variable. This approach has also led to some duplication. Two chapters discuss the mechanism of blood flow during external cardiac massage and two discuss thrombolytic therapy in acute myocardial infarction. The second chapter in the latter category contains not a single sub-heading and challenges even the most enthusiastic reader. The book has some notable omissions. Haemodynamic monitoring is discussed with no reference to its limitations. There is a learned discussion of the pathophysiology of vasomotor nephropathy but no mention of renal failure due to elevated intra-abdominal pressure and, more importantly, no discussion of dialytic and other therapy of acute renal failure.
Although this text is not fully comprehensive, it remains a valuable resource. Most chapters are well presented and most topics seem more than adequately covered. It is a useful addition to any library, while not completely replacing other texts and source material.
RA YMOND RAPER
Intensive Care Unit Royal North Shore Hospital Sydney
Basic Principles of Anaesthesia and Resuscitation, D. A. Corbett; The Book Printer, 5 Glenscott Crescent, Strathmore Heights, Vic 3041; $87.50; 145 X 220; pp. 503. There are a number of worthwhile sections in this long book (503 pages). However, the author's attempts to explain the inter-relationships between physiology, pharmacology and the clinical practice of anaesthesia are often defeated by outdated or incomplete information.
Many 'new' drugs are not described; isoflurane, atracurium and fentanyl are examples. There is no mention of adrenaline in a brief discussion of allergic reactions during anaesthesia. Oversimplification also results in omissions in some areas. This is noticeable, for instance, in the chapter on 'Monitoring'. Its valuable emphasis on clinical signs is not balanced by any details of monitoring equipment, beyond three lines entitled 'Special Monitoring Techniques'.
The author is to be congratulated on his completion of the enormous task of assembling this information and personally publishing the book. Unfortunately, the time taken to do this is apparent in deficiencies such as those mentioned. Because of these deficiencies, one would suggest that other books may be more suitable for the targeted readership of students and nurses. The book is presented in three parts of similar length and deals with the Clinical, Physiological and Technical Perspectives of Capnography. Its arrival is timely especially in the light of the current wider acceptance and introduction of clinical carbon dioxide monitoring.
In the first part the authors describe the carbon dioxide waveform, how it can be displayed at slow and fast speed and how it can be analysed. The influence of the type of breathing circuit used and the effect of various types of equipment failure are discussed. They follow this with a short chapter on clinical applications regarding the proper placement of endotracheal tubes, the detection of apnoea, monitoring the adequacy of ventilation and the early diagnosis of malignant hyperpyrexia.
The second part is a theoretical treatment of carbon dioxide production and transport in the body, the relevant gas laws and ventilationperfusion ratios.
In the final part the authors discuss the techniques used and physical laws concerned in clinical carbon dioxide measurement. The principles, advantages and limitations of the three types of measurement, infrared spectroscopy, radiation scattering and mass spectrometry are covered in detail. They conclude with a discussion of the sidestream versus the mainstream gas sampling technique.
A useful book for those who need to know about carbon dioxide measurement and a must for the Department Library. $213.50; 287 X 215; pp. 328 . 'Clinical Anatomy for Anesthesiologists' is an elegantly bound volume of some 300 glossy pages directed to the anatomical education of the anaesthesiologist. It is not intended to replace the existing manuals of regional anaesthesia, but to emphasize those aspects of anatomy relevant to the conduct of both regional and general anaesthesia.
The book devotes a fifth of its space to each of the respiratory system, the cardiovascular system, and the vertebral column with its contents. The remaining two-fifths covers the nervous system. Discussion is on anatomy in its wider sense; histology, common variants, congenital abnormalities and repair mechanisms as well as classical gross anatomy. About half of the book is taken up with illustrations, most of which are blackand-white line diagrams which are supplemented by blue and red where necessary. There are scanning and transmission electron micrographs, X-rays and CT scans as appropriate.
Given that trainees in anaesthesia need to revise and extend their undergraduate anatomical knowledge, there is undoubtedly a market for such a text. It is perhaps inevitable that one should arise on each side of the Atlantic. The present volume is both more expensive and more comprehensive than Ellis and Feldman's 'Anatomy for Anaesthetists'. 'Clinical Anatomy' for Anesthesiologists' contains much more information than a trainee can expect to master. I have enjoyed reading it, and regard it as a good reference book rather than a core syllabus.
M. E. JONES Flinders Medical Centre, S.A.
'Anaesthesia', Edited by: Waiter S. Nimmo and Graham Smith; Blackwell Scientific Publications. P.O. Box 378, Carlton, Vic 3053 Australia; $304.00 (for 2 volumes); 280 X 225; pp. 1539. This beautifully presented two-volume work is a tribute to the editorial and organisational skills of Professors Nimmo and Smith, to the erudition of the ninety-four contributors and to the speed and precision of the publishers.
By restricting their personal contribution to one chapter apiece, the editors have been able to spend more time on their true role and the even quality of text and illustrations througout testifies to this care and attention. Many figures have been redrawn to a consistent format with graphs and tables appearing on a grey background which serves to clearly distinguish them from the text. Reference lists are comprehensive and remarkably up to date, an unusual feature in a multi-authored text.
The book's stated aim is to provide a contemporary account of the knowledge required by a candidate preparing for the new final part Fellowship examination in England. It certainly
